BAND of BROTHERS FALL SERIES 2026 — WEEK 10
DAYS YET TO COME

“Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled
yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and | have come because of your wordes...
and to make you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision is

for days yet to come.” — Daniel 10:11-12 ESV

e A message for the mournful
- Theyearis 536 BC
o Cyrus sits on the throne of Medo-Persia
o Danielis in his mid-80s
o 2 years earlier, a remnant had returned to Jerusalem

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah
might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a
proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: “The Lord, the God of
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may his
God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house
of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem.” —Ezra 1:1-4 ESV

o But things had not gone well
o They began construction on the temple...
...but faced intense opposition

poor working conditions
a shortage of housing
fear for their safety
and low morale

o And the new has impacted Daniel
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In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a word was revealed to Daniel, who was named
Belteshazzar. And the word was true, and it was a great conflict. And he understood
the word and had understanding of the vision. — Daniel 10:1 ESV

- Daniel is about to receive another vision
o Verse 1lisasummary
= A word (“thing”) was revealed to him
= The word was true (“firm, reliable”)
= And it was a great conflict (“host, army”)
o But he was already in a state mourning

In those days I, Daniel, was mourning for three weeks. | ate no delicacies, no meat or
wine entered my mouth, nor did | anoint myself at all, for the full three weeks. On the
twenty-fourth day of the first month, as | was standing on the bank of the great river
(that is, the Tigris). | lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen...
— Daniel 10:2-5 ESV

e A cause for sadness
- Daniel has a lot on his mind
o He has just celebrated the feasts of Passover and Unleavened Bread
o From the 14th to the 21st of the 1st month
o He had mourned the entire time — Why?
- The Passover
o It wasto be a commemoration & celebration

“This is a day to remember. Each year, from generation to generation, you must
celebrate it as a special festival to the Lord. This is a law for all time.” — Exodus 12:14
NLT

“Celebrate this Festival of Unleavened Bread, for it will remind you that | brought your
forces out of the land of Egypt on this very day. This festival will be a permanent law
for you; celebrate this day from generation to generation.” — Exodus 12:17 ESV

=  For 3 weeks, he had mourned,
fasted,
prayed,
failed to bathe
o Passover was a celebration...
...of Israel’s release from Egyptian slavery
...of God’s miraculous deliverance
...and their return to the land of Israel
o So why did Daniel mourn?
= A small remnant had returned to Israel...
...but he was left behind
= The temple remained unfinished
= Jerusalem was uninhabitable
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= |ts walls and gates were rubble
= His dreams of restoration were shattered

This is what the Lord says: “You will be in Babylon for seventy years. But then | will
come and do for you all the good things | have promised, and | will bring you home
again. For I know the plans | have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good
and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” — Jeremiah 29:10-11 NLT

I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, with a belt of
fine gold from Uphaz around his waist. His body was like beryl, his face like the
appearance of lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the
gleam of burnished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a
multitude. — Daniel 10:5-6 ESV

Daniel has met this “man” before

As I, Daniel, was trying to understand the meaning of this vision, someone who looked like
a man stood in front of me. And | heard a human voice calling out from the Ulai River. —
Daniel 8:15-16 NLT

And he will meet him again

Then I, Daniel, looked and saw two others standing on opposite banks of the river. One of
them asked the man dressed in linen, who was now standing above the river, “How long
will it be until these shocking events are over?” — Daniel 12:5-6 NLT

And this “man” will show up in Revelation

I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man,
clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head
were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like
burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters.

— Revelation 1:12-15 ESV

| fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, | am
the first and the last, and the living one. | died, and behold | am alive forevermore...” —
Revelation 1:17-18 ESV

Touched by an angel

And |, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me did not see the vision, but a
great trembling fell upon them, and they fled to hide themselves. So | was left alone and saw
this great vision, and no strength was left in me. My radiant appearance was fearfully
changed, and | retained no strength. — Daniel 10:7-8 ESV

God has heard Daniel’s prayers...
...and sends Gabriel with a message
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o It won’t be what Daniel expects or wants
o Itwon’tinvolve the remnant in Judah...
...or the exiles in Babylon

“Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand and
humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and | have come
because of your words...and came to make you understand what is to happen to your
people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to come.” — Daniel 10:12, 14
ESV

Then | opened my mouth and spoke. | said to him who stood before me, “O my lord, by
reason of the vision pains have come upon me, and | retain no strength. How can my
lord's servant talk with my lord? For now no strength remains in me, and no breath is
left in me.” — Daniel 10:16-17 ESV

- Thisis NOT a vision!
o Daniel is actually experiencing these things
o Heiis left catatonic and confused
o Nothing makes sense

- But Gabriel is about to clear things up

Then he said, “Do you know why | have come to you?...| will tell you what is inscribed in the
book of truth...” — Daniel 10:20, 21 ESV

= Literally, “the writing of truth”
= God’s divine record of all events...
...past, present, and future

o Daniel has been dwelling on the past...
...Passover —when God delivered Israel
o He’slivingin the present......
...a struggling remnant in Jerusalem
...the unfinished temple
...an ongoing captivity
...and no fulfillment of the Kingdom of God

“And now I will show you the truth.
Behold, three more kings shall arise

in Persia, and a fourth shall be far
richer than all of them. And when he
has become strong through his riches,
he shall stir up all against the kingdom
of Greece.” — Daniel 11:2 ESV
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- God is about to reveal His plan...
...both short-term and long-term
...regarding the Gentile nations
...and the people of God

- It’s all been pre-ordained and pre-recorded...
...in God’s book of truth

- Gabriel mentions...

...3 more Persian kings

...a fourth who will attack Greece

...a Greek king who will come to power
...he will conquer the Medo-Persians
...but his kingdom will end up divided
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“For | know the plans | have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for
disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” — Jeremiah 29:11 NLT

e A foreshadowing — Antiochus IV Epiphanes
- Heis the “little horn”
...from one of the prominent horns came a small horn whose power grew very great. It
extended toward the south and the east and toward the glorious land of Israel. — Daniel
8:9 NLT

Then the king of the south, moved with rage, shall come out and fight against the king of

the north. And he shall raise a great multitude, but it shall be given into his hand. — Daniel
11:11 ESV
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o Antiochus will try to take Egypt
o The Jews will attempt to take back Jerusalem
o And pay dearly

And when the multitude is taken away, his heart shall be exalted, and he shall cast
down tens of thousands, but he shall not prevail. For the king of the north shall again
raise a multitude, greater than the first. And after some years he shall come on with a
great army and abundant supplies. — Daniel 11:12-13 ESV

FROM NEBUCHADNEZZAR TO ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES

A TIMELINE OF KINGS AND KINGDOMS
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to Babylon . to Persia Persia Empire divided begins his reign

DIFFERENT KINGDOMS ¢ ONE SOVEREIGN GOD

“He changes times and seasons; He removes kings and sets up kings...” Daniel 2:21
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e A glimpse of things to come
- Verses 21-35 cover Antiochus Epiphanes
o He will attack Egypt...
...but will be stopped by the Romans
o He will pass through Israel on his way home...
...and take out his anger on them

Forces from him shall appear and profane the temple and fortress, and shall take away
the regular burnt offering. And they shall set up the abomination that makes desolate.
— Daniel 11:31 ESV

o Jesus talked about this

“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel,
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountains.” — Matthew 24:15-16 ESV
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A TIMELINE FROM DANIEL 11:28-35 STOOD FIRM.

DANIEL 11:28 DANIEL 11:29 DANIEL 11:30a DANIEL 11:30b DANIEL 11:31 DANIEL 11:32 DANIEL 11:33-34 DANIEL ll 35
ATTACKS CAMPAIGNS DEFEATED BY TURNS AGAINST STOPS TEMPLE SEDUCES MANY GREAT FAITHFUL

JERUSALEM AGAINST EGYPT | THE SHIPS OF KITTIM JERUSALEM WORSHIP PERSECUTION ENDURE
Antiochus returns Antiochus again Ships from Kittim After withdrawing He puts a stop to He seduces with The faithful suffer Many of the wise
from Egypt, attacks marches against (Rome) confront him, from Egypt, he turns the regular sacrifice, flattery those who greatly—some are fall, are refined,
Jerusalem, plunders Egypt, but this time ~ and he is forced to his anger toward profanes the sanctuary,  violate the covenant, imprisoned, others purified, and made
the temple, takes its it does not go as withdraw from Egypt =~ Jerusalem and against and sets up the but the people who killed, and many white, but the
treasures, and kills planned. in humiliation. the holy covenant. “abomination that know their God experience violence faithful endure
many of the people. He gains the support makes desolate.” stand firm and and oppression. until the time of

of those who abandon Sabbath, circumcision, take action. the end.

g Y the covenant. and Jewish practices
v are outlawed.

~ HIS GOAL WAS TO . . e SR RS 8 e P 5 BUT GOD’S PEOPLI
STROY THEIR FAITH. ° ; s (s = 0 St G Wesiert 3 STOOD FIRM.

“And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every
god, and shall speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the
indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done.” — Daniel 11:36 ESV

e Discussion Questions
Daniel is drinking from a fire hose. God is inundating him with information abou t the future.
What is the purpose?

Look at the chart on the last page of your notes. How should all these fulfilled prophecies
increase your faith in God?
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We know there is one chapter left in Daniel’s book and a final chapter left in God’s plan. Why

?

ital to remember
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