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I.	 God’s law leads us to life when we learn it and understand it _______________________ .
	 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training
	 in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 3:16-17
	

	 	 Take ______________________ of your own spiritual growth.

II.	 God’s law leads to life when we apply it ___________________________ .
	 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has
	 no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2:15	

	 	 Let ___________________________ set your context for growth rather than yourself.

III.	 God’s law leads to life when it pushes us to ____________ .
	 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed.
	 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith
	 has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  Galatians 3:23-26	

	 	 Make __________________________ on Jesus your fuel for spiritual growth.

The Law and the Life
EXODUS 20:22—23:19

___________ It _______________ , ____________ !

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple ...

Psalm 19:7



A WONDERFUL OFFER
Being a Christian isn’t based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man with a way to experience God’s 
love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:
1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. (Romans 6:23; 
Hebrews 9:27)
3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again. (Romans 
5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:
“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the dead. I trust in 
Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the eternal life I now have. Amen.”

SERMON BLANKS: practically, ownership, contextually, God’s Word, Jesus, dependence

HOME GROUP STUDY & DEVOTIONAL

This section of Exodus includes 
basic laws that deal especially 
with the protection of human life 
and property. By accepting “the 
book of the covenant” (Ex 24:3-8), 
the people entered into a special 
relationship with Jehovah and 
obligated themselves to obey Him. 
These laws were not arbitrary; they’re 
based on the character of God and 
the unchanging moral principles 
expressed in the Ten Commandments. 
Law is powerless to change human 
nature; it can only protect life and 
property by regulating human 
behavior. One of the most dangerous 
and disastrous periods in Jewish 
history was the time of the judges 
when “every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes” (Judg 17:6; see 
also 18:1; 19:1; 21:25). The enforcing 
of good laws doesn’t guarantee a 
perfect society, but it does promote 
order and prevent anarchy.
WARREN WIERSBE

The laws in 21:1–23:12 are to 
be understood merely as a 
representative selection of the whole 
Mosaic Law. It is not an attempt at 
a complete listing of all the laws. 
The purpose of the selection was to 
provide a basis for teaching the nature 
of divine justice. By studying specific 
cases of the application of God’s will 
in concrete situations, the reader of 
the Pentateuch could learn the basic 
principles undergirding the covenant 
relationship. Whereas the ‘ten words’ 
provided a general statement of the 
basic principles of justice which God 
demanded of His people, the examples 
selected here further demonstrated 
how those principles, or ideals, were 
to be applied to real life situations.
The continual return to the theme of 
idolatry throughout this section of the 
book is preparation and background 
for an appreciation of the incident of 
the golden calf (Ex 32).
JOHN SAILHAMER

As you begin, ask the Holy Spirit to teach you and 
guide your study.
1. Read Exodus 20:22—23:19. Christians are no longer 
“under law” (Rom 6:15), but we are “slaves to God” 
(Rom 6:22). How, then, are passages like this relevant 
to our lives today?

2. How does God’s law stress the value of human life? 

3. What does this passage say about God’s character?

4. In other Near Eastern cultures, a slave was the 
total, permanent property of their master. What 
humanitarian limits did God place on slavery in 
Israel (21:1-11, 20-21, 26-27)?

5. What seem to be the purposes of Israel’s three 
annual festivals (23:14-17)?  

6. How is the principle of restitution (22:1-4) applied in 
Luke 19:8-10?

7. Ignorance and neglect were as punishable as 
deliberate infractions when they affected others 
(22:5-6, 14). Have you damaged anyone’s possessions 
or feelings because of carelessness? If so, what can 
you do about this?

8. Read Matthew 5:38-42. Why do you think Jesus 
told us to treat people with generosity rather than 
justice? Do you think He was rejecting the principle 
of fair retribution in the legal system as well as in 
private relationships? Why or why not?

FOR DEEPER STUDY
In the passages below, what area of life is dealt with 
and how does it relate to a believer’s walk today?
    20:22-26 
    21:1-11	 21:12-36
    22:1-15	 22:16-17	 22:18-20	 22:21-27	 22:28-31
    23:1-9	 23:10-12	 23:13-19


