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They Doubt God’s Love (1:2-5)
 God: I have loved you (1:2a)
 People: How have You loved us? (1:2b)
 Implications …
  You’ve doubted My love for you
  You think I’ve abandoned you
 They’re defensive and argumentative
 “If You loved us, things wouldn’t be this way!”

They Dishonor His Name (1:6–2:9)
 God: You’ve not shown Me respect (1:6a)
 People: How have we not? (1:6b)
 Here’s how …
  You’ve given Me your leftovers … not your best
  In fact, you say it’s too hard to serve Me
  The truth is you have contempt for Me
 Apathetic motions reveal disengaged hearts

They Defile His Covenant (2:10-16)
 God: I reject your hypocritical worship (2:13)
 People: You’ve abandoned us! (2:14a)

MALACHI SUMMARIZED IN A WORD OR PHRASE: “Cold”
THE EXILES LEAVE BABYLON

THE BASICS ...
 Who: Malachi – “My messenger”   When: events 450-430 BC   Where: to the postexilic Jewish community 
 Why: “Malachi’s purpose in writing was to rebuke Judah for her sin and to exhort her to be faithful to the Lord
       as she awaited God’s messenger, who would herald the coming day of the Lord.”  – Charles Dyer

LESSON THEME: When love grows cold
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 Here’s what you’ve done …
  You’ve been unfaithful to your spouse and divorced the wife of your youth
  Why would I accept such worship?
	 Their	loyalty	is	first	and	foremost	to	themselves

They Disobey His Word (2:17–3:5)
 God: I’m weary of hypocritical words (2:17a)
 People: How have we wearied You? (2:17b)
 Here’s how …
  You call evil good and good evil
  You accuse Me of injustice, yet you	flaunt	your unbiblical injustice against the helpless
 They no longer fear the Lord

They See No Need to Repent (3:6-7)
 God: I’ve always been faithful to you (3:6)
 People: We don’t need to repent (3:7)
 Implications …
  You don’t see yourselves accurately
  You see no need to repent
 Their eyesight is growing dimmer
 Their hearts are growing colder

They Don’t Live as Stewards (3:8-12)
 God: You’ve cheated Me! (3:8a)
 People: How have we cheated You? (3:8b)
 Here’s how …
  You’ve withheld your tithes and offerings
  You’ve become self-serving rather than stewards who acknowledge and trust My provision
 They’ve become friends of the world

They Live for Themselves (3:13-15)
 God: You’ve spoken against Me (3:13a)
 People: How have we so spoken? (3:13b)
 Here’s how …
  You say there’s no difference between the wicked and the righteous
  You say “The worldly are better off than we are!”
 They’re accusing God of holding out on them

But There’s a Humble Remnant (3:16–4:6)
 The faithful feared Him, gathered together and vowed to obey, which pleased the Lord immensely (3:16-18)

The Day of the Lord Is Coming (4:1-6)
 “I’m coming to settle accounts with you!”

application:  When love grows cold

Signs of a Chill
 It begins with just a cool draft …
  I get busy, distracted, feel empty and maybe even blah about our relationship
 But as the temperature continues dropping …
  I get surprised, confused, feel cut off, even empty
 Then a chill sets in …
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  I begin to doubt the Lord’s love for me
  I begin to withdraw and withhold my best from Him, just giving Him my leftovers
  I might even start believing the Lord is asking too much from me anyway, so I increase my commitment to pursue my own 
  happiness … though you’d never know it to look at me
 My dealings with others become increasingly hypocritical and self-serving
 I lose sight of how far I’ve wandered, maybe denying the need for change at all
	 My	stewardship	to	my	church	and	other	ministries	falls	off	…	and	I	think	justifiably	so
 I become more comfortable with the world and the worldly around me than with the righteous

Have you lost your first love?

Confronting a Chilly Heart
 Gather regularly with other committed believers for encouragement and exhortation (Hebrews 10:25)
 Remind yourselves of God’s character, His Son, His love and His past faithfulness from the Word and from your own
 experiences
 Encourage one another to trust Jesus more
 Pray for one another to walk in obedience

May God richly bless you!

©2024 by Dr. John W. Egner unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved.
CONTACT: BillE@christchapelbc.org   ADMIN: LaurieE@christchapelbc.org

PODCAST: https://feeds.transistor.fm/old-testament-survey
VIDEOS + HANDOUTS ON CCBC WEBSITE: www.ccbcfamily.org/ots

VIDEOS + HANDOUTS ON YOUTUBE: www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGhFjfAlhYpqC2XYXZJXiwut_8g7P3qhF

See James Tissot paintings at:
The Jewish Museum, NYC

The Brooklyn Museum, NYC
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