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I. The Essential Priority of Love
 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.
 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,”
 and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  vv. 8-10

 The priority of living free of all personal debt

  The priority of living with a debt we can never fully pay

 The priority of the Law is summarized by _____________ others.

  Jesus is the one who redefined the ___________________________ . (Matt 22:37-40)

  “another” = those who are like [allos] us and those who are different [heteros] than us
  
  “neighbor” = anyone with a legitimate need whom God has put in my path,
             or which He has given me the resources to meet that need

II. The Urgent Pursuit of the Light
 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep.
 For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand.
 So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime,
 not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy.
 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  vv. 11-14

 There is a need to understand God’s ________________ in order to live in the __________ every day.
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________________   The    The TIMETIME of the Lord’s coming is nearer than ever before. of the Lord’s coming is nearer than ever before.

___________________   There is a need to engage the spiritual battle in the armor of    There is a need to engage the spiritual battle in the armor of LIGHTLIGHT. . 

________________   Every day we can glorify    Every day we can glorify CHRISTCHRIST rather than gratify the flesh.  rather than gratify the flesh. 



A WONDERFUL OFFER
Being a Christian isn’t based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man with a way to experience God’s 
love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:
1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. (Romans 6:23; 
Hebrews 9:27)
3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again. (Romans 
5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:
“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the dead. I trust in 
Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the eternal life I now have. Amen.”

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and 
wisdom as you go through this lesson.
1. Read Romans 13:8-14. We sometimes think of 
law as being harsh and unyielding, while we see 
love as soft and flexible. Yet Paul speaks of both 
law and love in the same paragraph (vv. 8-10). 
How does Paul define the relationship between 
love and the Ten Commandments given in the 
Old Testament (see Rom 7:6, 22; 8:4)?

2. Why is love for others called a debt? 

3. Why should we love people beyond the basic 
debts of justice (vv. 11-14)?

4. In one sense, we were saved when we were 
justified by putting faith in Jesus. However, in 
what sense has our salvation not yet come, but 
will come soon (v. 11)? (See also Rom 5:9-10; 
8:23; Phil 3:20-21; Heb 9:28; 1 Jn 3:2-3.)

5. According to verses 11-14, how are we to 
prepare ourselves for Christ’s return? Are there 
some ways in which you are lacking personally?

6. What are some ways that you can “clothe 
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 14)?

GO DEEPER
Look at the last six of the Ten Commandments 
in Exodus 20:12-17. For each commandment, 
write down one positive, loving way it teaches 
us to treat our neighbors. Beside each are NT 
passages that comment on the commandment.
    Ex 20:12 Matt 15:1-9; Eph 6:1-4   
    Ex 20:15 Lk 6:29-38; 2 Cor 9:6-11; Eph 4:28
    Ex 20:13 Matt 5:21-24    
    Ex 20:16 Matt 5:33-37; Lk 21:12-19;
 Eph 4:25, 29, 31
    Ex 20:14 Matt 5:27-32; Eph 5:21-33   
    Ex 20:17 Lk 12:22-34,16:13; Phil 4:11-13
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“[Paul] goes on to speak of the one debt 
that must be paid every day, and yet, at 
the same time, must continue to be owed 
every day—the debt to love one another. It 
is Paul’s claim that if people honestly seek 
to discharge this debt of love, they will 
automatically keep all the commandments.
... Christians will not kill, for love never seeks
to destroy, but always to build up; it is always
kind and will always seek to destroy enemies
not by killing them, but by seeking to make
friends of them. Christians will never steal,
for love is always more concerned with
giving than with getting. They will not covet,
for covetousness is the uncontrolled desire
for what is forbidden, and love cleanses the
heart, until that desire is gone.”
WILLIAM BARCLAYWILLIAM BARCLAY

“Christians do have a debt that continues
forever: ‘to love one another.’ This debt
is our obligation to seek the welfare of our
fellow human beings (cf. 8:4). The Mosaic
Law required the same thing (Lev 19:18,
cf. Matt 22:39), but it provided no internal
power to love. In Christ, however, we have
the indwelling Holy Spirit, who produces love
within us as a fruit of His life (Gal 5:22-23).”
TOM CONSTABLETOM CONSTABLE

“For Paul, love embodied the highest 
ideals of the new kingdom, which Jesus will 
establish and enforce upon His return to 
Earth. At that time, God’s original created 
order will be restored. In the meantime, the 
apostle desired that all believers become 
living examples of this new kingdom. Just 
like in the beginning, before the Fall, people 
are to be righteous because He is righteous. 
They are to love one another because 
God is love. They are to live according to 
the truth because God is truth. As we are 
transformed to fulfill God’s original vision 
for creation, the world should also be 
transformed—even if only a little—because 
of our influence.”
CHARLES SWINDOLLCHARLES SWINDOLL


