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Nehemiah Cares (1)
	 He cares enough to listen
	 He cares enough to pray
	 He cares enough to sacrifice if required

He Gets Involved (2–3)
	 He prays for four months (cf. 1:1 with 2:1)
	 He has a divine appointment before the king
	 He makes a bold ask, though terrified (2:2)
	 He moves to a place he’s never been before
	 He leaves behind comfort, ease and prestige for hardship and the unknown to build up a wall … and to build up
	 God’s people
	 He involves others in the work (3)

(See “Nehemiah’s Jerusalem” graphic, p. 6)

He Endures Opposition (4–6)
	 From without
	 	 Sanballat the Horonite; Tobiah the Ammonite (4)
	 	 Gesham the Arab (6)
	 From within
	 	 Financial burdens and Tobiah’s insiders (6:17)
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NEHEMIAH

NEHEMIAH SUMMARIZED IN A WORD OR PHRASE: “Building Up”
THE BASICS ...
	 Who: Ezra/Nehemiah   When: events 445-430 BC; written 425 BC?   Where: to Jerusalem’s spiritual community 
	 Why: “Thus the suggestion that Ezra-Nehemiah is mostly about community building is not far off the mark;
	 	      it is indeed about rebuilding the community of God, based on the religious realities of the past.”
	 	      –Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart

LESSON THEME: God remembers those who build up His spiritual community

THE EXILES LEAVE BABYLON

(See “The Return From Exile” table, p. 5)
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	 Neither Nehemiah nor his other leaders took a food allowance for 12 years (5:14)
	 Nehemiah inspired others by his work (5:16)

He Pursues Changed Lives (7–13)
	 He consecrates the people (7–10)
		  Registers the people
	 	 Repent, obey the Word of God and celebrate
	 	 Confession, worship and covenant renewal
	 He consecrates the wall (11–12)
	 	 Joyful dedication led by Ezra and Nehemiah
	 	 To give God’s people protection
	 	 To give God’s people a renewed identity
	 And he steps into the “messy-ness” of other people’s lives (13)
	 	 By addressing their disobedience
	 	 By seeking their repentance and renewed obedience to the Word of God
	 	 By stressing to them their distinction from those around them

Summary of Nehemiah
	 Nehemiah cared
	 	 He had a sensitive heart toward God
	 Nehemiah got involved
	 	 In spite of the personal sacrifice required
	 Nehemiah endured opposition
	 	 In spite of discouragement and setbacks
	 Nehemiah pursued changed lives
	 	 He stepped into the messy-ness of other’s lives

application: God remembers those who build up His spiritual community
Those Who Are Building …
	 Care
	 	 Have a sensitive heart toward God
	 	 Care enough to listen, to pray and to sacrifice
	 Are involved
	 	 They give their one and only life away to Him
	 	 They trust God for provision and empowerment
	 Endure opposition
	 	 From within themselves as well as from without
	 Relentlessly pursue changed lives
	 	 They’re purposefully leading themselves well
	 	 They’re getting “messy” in the lives of others
	 	 They prayerfully keep asking God for one more spiritual brick with which to build

Building Spiritual Community
	 Where are you asking God to hand you one more spiritual brick?
	 	 Kids Ministry?
	 	 Local Outreach in your community or our city?
	 	 Global Missions overseas?
	 	 A Home Group?
	 God remembers those who give their lives away to build up His spiritual community

FOR OUR FINAL MEETING: ______________________

©2024 by Dr. John W. Egner unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved.
CONTACT: BillE@christchapelbc.org   ADMIN: LaurieE@christchapelbc.org

PODCAST: https://feeds.transistor.fm/old-testament-survey
VIDEOS + HANDOUTS ON CCBC WEBSITE: www.ccbcfamily.org/ots

VIDEOS + HANDOUTS ON YOUTUBE: www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGhFjfAlhYpqC2XYXZJXiwut_8g7P3qhF
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“Nehemiah Looks Upon
the Ruins of Jerusalem”

by James Tissot

“Nehemiah
and the King”
by James Tissot
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