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Esther’s Selection (1–2)
 Vashti is deposed
 Xerxes goes off to war against Greece and comes home defeated (483; 481-479 BC)
 He needs a new queen
 Esther wins the competition
 She becomes queen (479 BC)

Esther’s Courage (3–7)
 Haman’s evil plot is prompted by pride (3)
 Mordecai’s concern for the condemned and faith to stand up and stand out (4)
 Esther’s courageous intercession (5–7)
  She may have been reluctant
  Within the palace, perhaps she just didn’t know
  On Mordecai’s counsel, she places herself fully in God’s hands, stands up and steps out in faith

ESTHER SUMMARIZED IN A WORD OR PHRASE: “Courage”
THE TIMES ...
 Almost 50,000 exiles returned to Jerusalem in 538 BC with a desire to resettle the land and rebuild the Temple
 … but many more Jews stayed behind in Babylon
 Perhaps people of more “ordinary” faith
 The time came, however, when even an ordinary follower would be called upon to stand up and stand out in
 spite of the risk

THE EXILES LEAVE BABYLON

THE BASICS ...
 Who: Hadassah/Esther (“Myrtle/Star”)  When: postexilic (circa 470 BC)  Where: to the dispersed Jewish community 
 Why: “… God is sovereign. Even though His name never occurs in the book, there can be no doubt that He has 
      dominion over all nations and history itself.” – Eugene Merrill

LESSON THEME: Standing up and standing out for God

COMING UP...    NOV 17: Nehemiah    NOV 24: Malachi  CLASS ENDS
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God’s Deliverance (8–10)
 The lot had been cast (3:7)
 A new law is decreed (8)
  The old law cannot be rescinded
  But a new law supersedes it
 The holy war (9)
  Compare 1 Samuel 15
  Agag the Amalekite (Haman)
  Saul the Benjamite (Mordecai)

Epilogue: The People Worship
 The Feast of Purim (“lots”)
 Not legislated by the Law (Lev 23)
 Celebrated on the 14th and 15th of the twelfth month of the Jewish year (our Feb/Mar)
 Celebrates God’s faithful and sovereign deliverance of His people

Summary
 This is a book about God’s providence
 This is a book about “ordinary” men and women of faith
 This is a book about making courageous choices of faith … in spite of the consequences
 This is a book that reminds the “ordinary” believer to place himself fully in God’s hands and stand up and stand out for Him

APPLICATION: Standing up and standing out for Jesus
Standing Up and Standing Out
 How would you answer my friends in east Asia regarding what you have or would be willing to lay on the line to follow Jesus?
 Are you hiding your light under a bushel?
	 Are	you	confident	that	God	is	at	work	behind	the	scenes	in	your	life?
 Have you put yourself fully in His hands?
 Do you need to stand up and stand out for Him somewhere? If so, where … and when?

FOR NEXT TIME: _______________________________ ©2024 by Dr. John W. Egner unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved.
CONTACT: BillE@christchapelbc.org   ADMIN: LaurieE@christchapelbc.org 

YOUTUBE VIDEOS + HANDOUTS www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGhFjfAlhYpqC2XYXZJXiwut_8g7P3qhF
VIDEOS + HANDOUTS ccbcfamily.org

PODCAST: https://feeds.transistor.fm/old-testament-survey
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“Esther Feasts W
ith the King” by James Tissot
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“Mordecai’s Triumph” by James Tissot

“Mordecai” by James Tissot

“The Chronicles Are Read to Ahasuerus” by James Tissot
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“Esther Before Ahasuerus” by James Tissot“Esther Presented to Ahasuerus”
by James Tissot
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