THE NEW
COVENANT
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COMING UP... SEPT 15: Daniel part 1 (chs. 1-7) SEPT 22: Daniel part 2 (chs. 8-12) SEPT 29: Revelation part 1 (chs. 1-5) OCT 6: Revelation part 2 (chs. 6-22) OCT 13: Ezra

LESSON THEME: The New Covenant: “Life 2.0"

The Abrahamic Covenant

The Mosaic Covenant
Was a conditional covenant (Deut 28-30)
Blessings require obedience
Disobedience requires discipline
Ultimate discipline is deportation from the land
Had limitations: no enablement from the inside-out (Rom 8:3)
Truths Judah now knows all too well

The Mosaic Covenant Was Broken
Israel has already been overrun and assimilated into the Assyrian Empire (722 BC)

Judah has just been overthrown and deported to Babylon for her persistent complacency and covenant disobedience
(605-586 BC)

Covenant judgment has fallen ... and fallen hard
But God wants His people to have hope; they've been knocked down, but not out

He Announces the New Covenant
Through Jeremiah and Ezekiel
Jeremiah 31-33
Ezekiel 36
A "better” covenant (Jer 31:31-34)
With better blessings
With a new empowerment for obedience
Allowing a more intimate relationship with Him

The New Covenant



A Better Covenant

Made with Israel and Judah (Jer 31:31)

Better because it’s...
Unconditional (note recurrence of “l will ...")
Eternal (Jer 31:35-36; Ezek 37:26)
Brought in by the Messiah (Zech 9:10-11)

It will bring conversion and cleansing to God's people
Such conversion and cleansing can only be accomplished by shed blood (cf. Heb 9:22)

With Better Blessings

Better material blessings ...
They'll be replanted in the Promised Land
The Temple will be rebuilt
A Davidic descendant will rule over them
They will again be supreme among the nations
Every promise God has ever made to them will be fulfilled completely

Better spiritual blessings ...
The forgiveness and putting away of sin (Jer 31:34; 33:8; Ezek 36:25; Micah 7:18-20)
A new mind (Jer 31:34)
A new heart (Isa 59:21; Jer 31:33; 32:39, 41; Ezek 36:26)
A new empowerment to obey God: the gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-29; Ezek 36:26-29)

New Covenant Promises
Israel will continue and will eventually be restored to the land (Jer 32:37; 33:11; Ezek 11:17; 36:28-35; 37:21-22, 25)
Jerusalem and the Temple will be rebuilt (Jer 31:38-40; Ezek 37:27-28)
Israel will again be the people of God (Isa 61:8-9; Hos 2:18-20; Jer 30:22; 31:33; 32:38-41; Ezek 11:20; 34:25-27; 37:27)

When Will This Happen?
It wasn't fulfilled after the Babylonian exile, nor has it been fulfilled to date ...
The timing is based on Israel’s conversion and repentance (Deut 30; Rom 11:26-27; Zech 9:11)
Putting away of sin, new mind and heart, Spirit
Davidic ruler (the Messiah)
It will be fulfilled in the 1,000-year-long Millennial Kingdom following the Tribulation

The New Covenant
Is Israel’s basis for prophetic hope ...
Re-unification and restoration in the Promised Land, as well as rebuilding the city and the Temple
Is Israel’s basis for spiritual renewal ...
Regeneration, renewal and empowerment for a new pleasing walk with the Lord
It's also the basis for the New Testament message

Basis for the NT Message
God’s plan continues to march forward

The inauguration of the New Covenant is announced by the Messiah Himself (Mt 26:28; Mk 14:24; Luke 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25;
Zech 9:11)

“This is the New Covenant in My blood ..."
The soon “cutting” of the New Covenant using His blood is the basis for the NT message
Summarized in the book of Hebrews

Christ Is a Superior Person
Christ is better than the prophets (1:1-3)
Superior message
Christ is better than the angels (1:4-2:18)
Superior messenger
Christ is better than Moses (3:1-4:16)



Superior leader
Christ is better than Aaron (5:1-6:20)
Superior priest

Christ Has a Superior Priesthood
He is part of a better order (7)
Order of Melchizedek
He has a better covenant (8)
The New Covenant
Forgiveness and cleansing of sin
A new mind
A new heart
A new empowerment: the indwelling Holy Spirit
He ministers in a better sanctuary (9)
In heaven, not on the earth
He has offered better blood (10)
His Own, voluntarily offered

What Hebrews Teaches Us
Jesus is a superior Person to any OT figure
Superior order, sanctuary, covenant and blood
Better blood inaugurated a better covenant
A better covenant with better blessings
The putting away of sins
A new mind to know Him; a new heart to love Him
A new empowerment to obey and serve Him: the indwelling Holy Spirit
A better ministry
Every believer is a priest (1 Pet 2:5)
Every believer is His peace-making ambassador (Matt 28:19-20; 2 Cor 5:18-21)

The Church and Christians
Because of the finished work of Jesus (2 Cor 3)
We live under the New Covenant economy
Spiritual life not death
Inside-out transformation vs. outward obedience
Righteousness not condemnation
“Do" vs. “done”
Permanent not temporary glory

But Yet One Day ...
Israel will be converted (Zech 12:7-14; 13:1)
She will be restored to the land (Jer 32:37; 33:11; Ezek 11:17; 36:28-35; 37:21-22, 25)
Jerusalem and the Temple will be rebuilt (Jer 31:38-40; Ezek 37:27-28)
Israel will again be the people of God (Isa 61:8-9; Hos 2:18-20; Jer 30:22; 31:33; 32:38-41; Ezek 11:20; 34:25-27; 37:27)

She will receive her “stuff!”

Knowing What We've Been Given

Through the New Covenant you and | have ...

Life, righteousness and freedom
From the penalty of sin ... forever
From the power of sin by walking in the Spirit
No longer enslaved to the flesh or to the Law which only bring frustration, misery and death

Empowerment
Through the indwelling Holy Spirit of God to obey Him (lesson of Mt. Sinai) 3



Relationship

A new mind to know Him
A new heart to love Him

"Abba, Father!”

Jesus has already given you and me Kingdom life, “Life 2.0,” now but not yet fully

FOR NEXT TIME:

“Our Lord Jesus Christ”
by James Tissot

Jesus appears with his hands folded
over His heart, His gaze direct, His
expression composed. As Moses
commanded in the Old Testament
books of Numbers and Deuteronomy,
Jesus wears a prayer shawl as a sign of
His adherence to the rituals of Judaism.

Tissot derived this image from a larger
watercolor in the series in which Jesus
gives His last discourse to His disciples
after the departure of Judas. He urges
them to love one another as He has
loved them.
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CONTACT: BillE@christchapelbc.org ADMIN: LaurieE@christchapelbc.org

YOUTUBE VIDEOS + HANDOUTS www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGhFjfAlhYpqC2XYXZJXiwut_8g7P3ghF

PODCAST: https://feeds.transistor.fm/old-testament-survey

“The Last Supper” by James Tissot

“The Communion of the Apostles” by James Tissot
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