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I.	 Paul is ___________________ in making disciples.
	 I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge
	 and able to instruct one another. But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder,
	 because of the grace given me by God to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service
	 of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  vv. 14-16

		 The passion behind godly striving comes from recognizing who is calling you to action.

Does your understanding of God’s grace drive you to action?

___________ to be obedient to the one who loves you unconditionally. to be obedient to the one who loves you unconditionally.

II.	 Paul is _____________ of his work.
	 In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. For I will not venture to speak
	 of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—
	 by word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God ...  v. 17-19a

		 The focus for godly boasting is all about what God has accomplished through you.

How do you see God’s power working in your life?

___________ in how God has been and is working in your life. in how God has been and is working in your life.

III.	Paul is ___________________ to reach the lost.
	 ... so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ;
	 and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named,
	 lest I build on someone else’s foundation, but as it is written, “Those who have never been told of him will see,
	 and those who have never heard will understand.”  vv. 19b-21

The scale of godly ambition is driven by the scope of the mission God has given you.

What gifts, passions, resources, talents or relationships has God put in your life?

_________ and be on the lookout for what God wants you to build and invest in next. and be on the lookout for what God wants you to build and invest in next.



A WONDERFUL OFFER
Being a Christian isn’t based on membership in a local church or keeping a set of rules. It involves a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ and an understanding of who He is and what He has done to provide man with a way to experience God’s 
love for us. Here's how to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior:
1. Realize that you are sinful and separated from God. (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6)
2. Recognize that the penalty for your sin is death—eternal separation from God and all that is good. (Romans 6:23; 
Hebrews 9:27)
3. Understand that Jesus Christ took the penalty for your sin by dying in your place and that He rose again. (Romans 
5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)
4. Receive the free gift of salvation by trusting in Christ alone as your Savior. (Romans 4:4-5; Ephesians 2:8-9)
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASB) You can use this prayer to express your decision to God:
“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and rose from the dead. I trust in 
Him alone as the only way to get right with You. Thank You for the forgiveness of sins and the eternal life I now have. Amen.”

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth and wisdom as you go through this lesson.
1. Read Romans 15:14-33. What are some of the features of Paul’s work so far (vv. 17-21)? What 
kinds of power were evident in what he had been doing?

2. What attitudes toward himself and his mission does Paul express in this passage?

3. What do you see in Paul’s ministry (attitudes as well as accomplishments) that you would like to 
imitate in your own work for God?

4. What would you say is your greatest ambition?
How does it compare with Paul’s (v. 20)?

5. One theologian has said Being proud of God’s 
work is not a sin—it is worship. What does that 
statement mean to you? Do you feel the same?

6. As you read verses 22-29, what about Paul’s 
plans for travel jump out at you, knowing the 
plans the Lord ultimately had for him instead? 
How does that encourage your own walk?

7. In verse 24 Paul assumes that in Rome 
he will be “helped on my journey” (probably 
meaning housing, supplies and perhaps even 
companionship for the next leg of the trip). In 
what ways can you also help the work of Christ? 

8. Why does Paul ask for prayer in verses 30-33?
With whom can you strive in prayer for their 
ministry of the gospel?

Be sure to go back over the questions in the 
boxes under each main point of the sermon notes. 
Prayerfully consider what God would have you do 
next in response.

SERMON BLANKS: relentless, Strive, proud, Boast, ambitious, Pray

HOME GROUP STUDY
AND DEVOTIONAL

“Paul saw himself, in the scheme of things, 
as an instrument in the hands of Christ. He 
talked not of what he had done, but of what 
Christ had done with him. He never said of 
anything: ‘I did it.’ He always said: ‘Christ 
used me to do it.’ ... It is when we stop 
thinking of what we can do and begin to 
think of what God can do with us that things 
begin to happen.”
WILLIAM BARCLAYWILLIAM BARCLAY

“‘To whom he was not spoken of, they shall 
see: and they that have not heard shall 
understand’ seems to be Paul’s life verse 
as a missionary. It is a quotation of Isaiah 
52:15. Paul was thrilled to go and preach 
the gospel to those who were spiritually 
blind. After Paul had preached, some 
brother would say, ‘I understand, brother 
Paul. I will accept Christ as my Savior.’ My 
friend, there is no thrill equal to presenting 
Christ and having people turn to Him.”
J. VERNON MCGEEJ. VERNON MCGEE

“Do not strive in your own strength; cast 
yourself at the feet of the Lord Jesus, and 
wait upon Him in the sure confidence that 
He is with you, and works in you. Strive in 
prayer; let faith fill your heart—so will you
be strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
His might.”
ANDREW MURRAYANDREW MURRAY


